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Mark Lardas : CSS Alabama vs USS Kearsarge: Cherbourg 1864 (Duel)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised CSS Alabama vs USS Kearsarge: Cherbourg 1864 (Duel): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ExcellantBy Dave HornungOsprey, do I really need to say more. 
Covers it all0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Thomas E. Olsonexplains alot of Baama 
info0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. CSS Alabama vs USS Kearsarge: Cherbourg 1864 (Duel)By K. 
J. KalinThe research and the writing are excellent. I knew it was a short book when I bought it and that's OK. I am 
happy to have it in my Civil War library for those reasons. But.... I would have liked to have given it a minimum of 4 
stars, if not 5. I did consider 2 stars and settled for 3. The formatting is dismal. There are illustrations with no captions, 
sequential blank pages, and the battle maps are not readable, except for the legend section, which is sometimes larger 
than the battle path, making the legend the only readable part. When it isn't, you get a nice battle path, and have no 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1849084920


idea of what you are looking at. The pastel colors are too close together in the original to have enough differentiation 
in a 3G Kindle. They are all blurry shades of gray, and too small to see, let alone read. It's an either or situation. Either 
you can read the legend and can't see the battle path, or you can see the battle path, and can't read the legend. It's 
extremely frustrating. Yes, it is "optimized" for larger Kindles, but many of us do not have 3D Fires. I tried deleting it 
and downloading it again as suggested, and I still have uncaptioned illustrations and consecutive blank pages. 
suggested the Kindle Mac App, and that helped some with the battle maps, and some of the captions appeared as well. 
It's not only confusing to have 4 or even 5 consecutive blank pages, it's irritating. I don't think blank pages necessarily 
need to be reproduced, at least not 4 or 5 in a row. I'd recommend the actual book, from what I can see of it online.

By the time of American Civil War things had changed from the Age of Fighting Sail - steam power and explosive 
shells were transforming naval warfare. Iron was beginning to supplant wood. Britain had just finished HMS Warrior, 
an iron-hulled warship and coastal ironclads dominated the waters off the United States. The changes meant that ships 
sank, during battles instead of afterwards. The fights were no less bloody, but in addition to flying splinters, a host of 
other dangers were added - burst steam boilers, fire due to exploding shells, and the burst from the shells themselves. 
But, just as in the age of sail, warship captains that won one-on-one battles with another warship became as famous as 
modern sports stars. During the course of the American Civil War, three single ship actions were fought between 
Union cruisers and Confederate raiders: CSS Florida vs. USS Wachusett, CSS Alabama vs. USS Hatteras, and CSS 
Alabama vs. USS Kearsarge. This book will present those, with an emphasis on the most famous battle: Alabama's 
fight with Kearsarge. Next to the battle between USS Monitor and CSS Virginia, no other naval duel of the American 
Civil War drew as much interest. That story is told from the eyes of the participants filtered through the lens of 
historical analysis available since the battles were fought. This includes archeological studies of wrecks of some of 
these ships, making this book an indispensible guide for anyone interested in Civil War and naval history.

“The Alabama/Kearsarge engagement was the last time that wooden ships fought against each other on the open water. 
It makes for an outstanding read for ship enthusiast and land-lubber alike. A fascinating read that I very much enjoyed 
and I am positive you will as well.” ?Scott Van Aken, Modeling MadnessAbout the AuthorMark Lardas holds a 
degree in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering, but spent his early career at the Johnson Space Center doing 
Space Shuttle structural analysis, and space navigation. An amateur historian and a long-time ship modeller, Mark 
Lardas is currently working in League City, Texas. He has written extensively about modelling as well as naval, 
maritime, and military history. 


