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1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Beeghly Library AcquisitionsGreat book, timely 
delivery.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The (American) Riddle of RaceBy Larry 
LundgrenDisclaimer: The title stopped me short the moment I saw it: “Creating A New Racial Order”. I have never 
recovered. Therefore this first view in 496 words does only two things: 1) Tells you what you can learn from the heart 
of this book, 2) Asks you to reflect on the title very carefully and make yourself heard.The authors (p. 13): “Our 
central focus, however, is (on) the four transformative forces:” Immigration, Multiracialism, Genomics, Cohort 
Change (Ch. 2-5). These four chapters constitute the heart of the book and every reader can learn much about the 
extraordinary changes that have taken place in the United States in the decades since 1965 (p. 22). I would recommend 
this to anyone looking in from outside to learn of an America in transformation. Consider Ch. 2 introduced by: 
“Immigration is destabilizing and changing all five components of the American racial order” and then study fig. 2.2 
to compare the percentages of immigrants classified by geographic region of origin, to see the dramatic change 
between the time when my Swedish forebears came (1880) to America and the time when I left (1996). Read this and 
the other core chapters carefully even if you read nothing more. You will be driven to raise question after question and 
also learn that they pose one question repeatedly, the same in every chapter, without ever being able to answer that 
question. The question: What is a race? Is it out of place for me to ask, if you the authors find yourselves totally unable 
to answer that question, then what are we to make of your commitment to “race”? This leads us to the title.That first 
day, I could not get beyond reading the title. Why? Think back to the beginnings of these racial orders: South African, 
Swedish Institute of Race Biology 1922, USA 1790, and Adolf Hitler’s. What do all racial orders have in common at 
the time of their birth? What is the root condition that led to that “Fatal Invention”, race?Therefore I raise two 
questions that the authors fail to address even though they apparently were well aware of former U.S. Census Bureau 
director Kenneth Prewitt’s work in progress “What Is Your Race?” Why would these three political scientists want to 
see the creation of a new racial order, given the origin of those I name above? Why also do they believe that the young 
can remake race when they themselves are unable even to tell us what this thing-race-is that is to be remade. They are 
political scientists so nobody needs to tell them that racial orders are not created by the young but rather by 
governments.The core of the book is valuable. Everything else I have to question. Final case in point: “…from the mid 
1960 …to the end of the Twentieth century…most Americans agreed that there were four races Caucasian, African, 
Asian, and American Indian (p. 10).”Not me,there is only one race, the human.2 of 12 people found the following 
review helpful. The (American) Riddle of RaceBy Larry LundgrenDisclaimer: The title stopped me short the moment 
I saw it: “Creating A New Racial Order”. I have never recovered. Therefore this first view in 496 words does only two 
things: 1) Tells you what you can learn from the heart of this book, 2) Asks you to reflect on the title very carefully 
and make yourself heard.The authors (p. 13): “Our central focus, however, is (on) the four transformative forces:” 
Immigration, Multiracialism, Genomics, Cohort Change (Ch. 2-5). These four chapters constitute the heart of the book 
and every reader can learn much about the extraordinary changes that have taken place in the United States in the 
decades since 1965 (p. 22). I would recommend this to anyone looking in from outside to learn of an America in 
transformation. Consider Ch. 2 introduced by: “Immigration is destabilizing and changing all five components of the 
American racial order” and then study fig. 2.2 to compare the percentages of immigrants classified by geographic 
region of origin, to see the dramatic change between the time when my Swedish forebears came (1880) to America 
and the time when I left (1996). Read this and the other core chapters carefully even if you read nothing more. You 
will be driven to raise question after question and also learn that they pose one question repeatedly, the same in every 
chapter, without ever being able to answer that question. The question: What is a race? Is it out of place for me to ask, 
if you the authors find yourselves totally unable to answer that question, then what are we to make of your 
commitment to “race”? This leads us to the title.That first day, I could not get beyond reading the title. Why? Think 
back to the beginnings of these racial orders: South African, Swedish Institute of Race Biology 1922, USA 1790, and 
Adolf Hitler’s. What do all racial orders have in common at the time of their birth? What is the root condition that led 
to that “Fatal Invention”, race?Therefore I raise two questions that the authors fail to address even though they 
apparently were well aware of former U.S. Census Bureau director Kenneth Prewitt’s work in progress “What Is Your 
Race?” Why would these three political scientists want to see the creation of a new racial order, given the origin of 
those I name above? Why also do they believe that the young can remake race when they themselves are unable even 
to tell us what this thing-race-is that is to be remade. They are political scientists so nobody needs to tell them that 
racial orders are not created by the young but rather by governments.The core of the book is valuable. Everything else 
I have to question. Final case in point: “…from the mid 1960 …to the end of the Twentieth century…most Americans 
agreed that there were four races Caucasian, African, Asian, and American Indian (p. 10).”Not me,there is only one 
race, the human.

The American racial order--the beliefs, institutions, and practices that organize relationships among the nation's races 
and ethnicities--is undergoing its greatest transformation since the 1960s. Creating a New Racial Order takes a 
groundbreaking look at the reasons behind this dramatic change, and considers how different groups of Americans are 
being affected. Through revealing narrative and striking research, the authors show that the personal and political 



choices of Americans will be critical to how, and how much, racial hierarchy is redefined in decades to come. The 
authors outline the components that make up a racial order and examine the specific mechanisms influencing group 
dynamics in the United States: immigration, multiracialism, genomic science, and generational change. Cumulatively, 
these mechanisms increase heterogeneity within each racial or ethnic group, and decrease the distance separating 
groups from each other. The authors show that individuals are moving across group boundaries, that genomic science 
is challenging the whole concept of race, and that economic variation within groups is increasing. Above all, young 
adults understand and practice race differently from their elders: their formative memories are 9/11, Hurricane Katrina, 
and Obama's election--not civil rights marches, riots, or the early stages of immigration. Blockages could stymie or 
distort these changes, however, so the authors point to essential policy and political choices. Portraying a vision, not of 
a postracial America, but of a different racial America, Creating a New Racial Order examines how the structures of 
race and ethnicity are altering a nation.

One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2012"Hochschild, Weaver, and Burch deliver a rich, novel account 
of the transformation of the new racial order in the U.S. They examine the beliefs, institutions, and history of the 
practices of race and ethnicity to show that events like September 11, Hurricane Katrina, and the election of Barack 
Obama reshaped a new generation's concept of race and ethnicity. . . . This well-written book is a refreshingly 
welcome contribution that lays the foundation for a new generation of scholars and policy makers to study the political 
and social implications of an increasingly heterogeneous population. The book is essential reading."--Choice"Creating 
a New Racial Order is necessary reading that will easily find a place on syllabi for this and the next generation, to 
whom they dedicate the book, and on whom they are counting to work for a better racial future."--Jennifer Lee, 
American Journal of Sociology"One of the most appealing things about the book is its earnest call to action, which is 
really of the best kind: an appeal that simultaneously stresses the need for improvement while nurturing the optimism 
that change for the better is within reach. . . . Creating a New Racial Order also deserves high marks for taking up such 
an important and timely matter, one with the most far-reaching of implications, and doing so in an unusually well-
organized and -argued manner."--Ann Morning, Contemporary Sociology"Creating a New Racial Order does not 
reveal the outlines of any new racial order or any major new political movements, it helps us understand why a racially 
transformative politics might become possible, and the problems and prospects it faces. Those understandings are 
likely to be valuable for years to come."--Rogers M. Smith, Political Science Quarterly"Future historians may find that 
Hochschild, Weaver, and Burch got many things wrong, but I doubt they will fault them for lacking bold vision and 
intellectual courage. This important and timely book belongs not on the shelf but on the desk of every serious scholar 
of race, regardless of the discipline."--Matt Wray, Journal of American HistoryFrom the Back Cover"This is a wide-
ranging exploration of how America looks, thinks, and lives in terms of race as we go into this new millennium. 
Bridging political science, sociology, and the burgeoning study of DNA, the authors show us that racial order remains 
one of the most reliable ways of organizing our past and present as Americans, even as that order is dynamic and 
indeed transformed over time."--Henry Louis Gates Jr., Harvard University"It is not often that one reads a book that 
changes how we think the world works. Creating a New Racial Order is replete with original, and sometimes 
surprising, insights and evidence on the forces that are generating rising racial heterogeneity in the United States. The 
authors' compelling analysis of the ongoing transformation of America's racial order is a must-read."--William Julius 
Wilson, Harvard University"Showing how historical trends have produced an unprecedented complexity and fluidity 
in racial meanings, classifications, and identities in the United States, this book argues that the American racial order 
is changing for the better and explains why this is happening. Bold and provocative, this book is a game changer."--
Claire Jean Kim, University of California, Irvine"With an in-depth analysis of changing definitions of race, this 
compelling and absorbing book presents evidence that the American racial order is in the middle of a historic 
transformation. It marshals a spectacular amount of research and sophisticated detail, and will stir considerable debate 
and discussion. In my reading in this subject area, I haven't encountered a book equal to this one."--Raphael J. 
Sonenshein, California State University, FullertonAbout the AuthorJennifer L. Hochschild is the Henry LaBarre Jayne 
Professor of Government, professor of African and African American studies, and Harvard College Professor at 
Harvard University. Vesla M. Weaver is an assistant professor in the Woodrow Wilson Department of Politics at the 
University of Virginia. Traci R. Burch is assistant professor of political science at Northwestern University and 
research professor at the American Bar Foundation. 


