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From University of California Press: Crack In America: Demon Drugsand Social Justice before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Crack In America: Demon Drugs and Social

Justice:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. GoodBYy smilyVery accurate info on crack, it is clear that they know
what they are talking about in regards to the subject.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. not what |
expected.By davidel enghty essays written by academics, just afew facts and far too many statistics. The book
becomes boring too soon.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. paperback book arrived in good
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conditionBy Renate B.Arrived as advertised

Crack in Americais the definitive book on crack cocaine. In reinterpreting the crack story, it offers new
understandings of both drug addiction and drug prohibition. It shows how crack use arose in the face of growing
unemployment, poverty, racism, and shrinking social services. It places crack in its historical context—as the latest in
along line of demonized drugs—and it examines the crack scare as a phenomenon in its own right. Most important, it
uses crack and the crack scare as windows onto Americas larger drug and drug policy problems.Written by ateam of
veteran drug researchersin medicine, law, and the social sciences, this book provides the most comprehensive,
penetrating, and original analysis of the crack problem to date. It reviews the social pharmacology of crack and offers
rich ethnographic case studies of crack binging, addiction, and sales. It explores crack's different impacts on whites,
blacks, the middle class, and the poor, and explains why crack was always much less of a problem in other countries
such as Canada, Australia, and The Netherlands.Crack in America hel ps readers understand why the United States has
the most repressive, expensive, and yet least effective drug policy in the Western world. It discusses the ways
politicians and the media generated the crack scare as the centerpiece of the War on Drugs. It catalogues the costs of
the War on Drugs for civil liberties, situates crack use and salesin the political economy of the inner citiesin the
1980s, and shows how the drug war led to the most massive wave of imprisonment in U.S. history. Finally, it explains
why the failures of drug prohibition have led to the emergence of the harm reduction movement and other opposition
forces that are changing the face of U.S. drug policy.



