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Cory Franklin MD : Cook County ICU: 30 Years of Unforgettable Patients and Odd Cases  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cook County ICU: 30 Years of 
Unforgettable Patients and Odd Cases: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Superficial and forgettableBy themartzDr. Franklin could have 
brought the characters of the patients to life,but instead used the stories to illustrate something that he used to like 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0897339258


about medicine but now doesn't. There was no drama or Medical mysteries to solve or report about, just musings of a 
retired doctor. Even the HIV epidemic, with it's fears and heroics at the height of the disease was delt with as a few 
interesting cases. I kept hoping that the book would get better, but it didn't.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Fairly interestingBy C. Von HirdlerThis was an easy read about a Dr whom worked at Cook County. I was 
entertained until about the last chapter. I don't know if that was me, or the book. The stories about the patients was the 
most interesting parts of the book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great!By Kindle 
CustomerWonderful medical story teller. The book is hard to put down. It helps that the author is a doctor who has 
experienced these things himself.

An inside look at one of the nation's most famous public hospitals, Cook County, as seen through the eyes of its 
longtime Director of Intensive Care, Dr. Cory Franklin. Readers will be riveted by stories of strange medical cases and 
unforgettable patients culled from his 30-year career in medicine that spanned the 1970s through the 1990s, including 
some major moments in medical history like the AIDS epidemic and the deadly Chicago heatwave of 1995. We follow 
Dr. Franklin as he unravels a host of strange cases including the nurse with rare Munchausen syndrome, the only 
surviving ricin victim, and the professor with Alzheimer's hiding the effects of the wrong medication. Each chapter 
features stories centered on a medical topic like body temperature, medications, detecting poisons, and the art of 
"taking a history" Readers will come away learning how the practice of medicine has changed over the years, which 
will be insightful for patients, doctors, and medical students alike. Dr. Cory Franklin was an M.D. for more than 30 
years and Director of Intensive Care at Cook County Hospital in Chicago for 25 years. In 1993, he worked as a 
technical advisor to Harrison Ford and was one of the role models for the physician Ford played in the film The 
Fugitive. Dr. Franklin is an editorial board contributor to the Chicago Tribune and the author of Chicago Flashbulbs. 
He has written for the New York Times, Washington Post, and the Chicago Sun-Times. He lives in Wilmette, Illinois.

“Longtime doctor and first-rate observer Cory Franklin writes that, in the emergency room, ‘the day shift was rap 
music, the evening shift was easy listening, and the overnight shift was jazz.’ Franklin is an overnighter, riffing on 
practitioners and patients, jamming with equal parts pride and regret about his fascinating and sometimes brutal 
world.” —Marilyn Johnson, author of Lives in Ruins: Archaeologists and the Seductive Lure of Human Rubble 


