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Letters of James W. King, 11th Michigan Volunteer Infantry (Civil War in the North):

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Interesting and well writtenBy Bekki ThomasThisisavery
interesting book. | enjoyed learning some of what my Great Great Grandfatherslife was like.

A Weekly Book List selection of The Chronicle of Higher Education. The Union states of what is now the Midwest
have received far less attention from historians than those of the East, and much of Michigan's Civil War story remains
untold. The eloquent letters of James W. King shed light on a Civil War regiment that played important rolesin the
battles of Stones River, Chickamauga, and Missionary Ridge. King enlisted in the 11th Michigan in 1861 as a private
and rose to the rank of quartermaster sergeant. His correspondence continues into the era of Reconstruction, when he
tried his hand at raising cotton in Tennessee and Alabama and found himself caught up in the social and political
upheavals of the postwar South. King went off to war as an obscure nineteen-year-old farm boy, but he was anything
but average. His letters to Sarah Jane Babcock, his future wife, vividly illustrate the plight and perspective of the

King's letters offer richly detailed descriptions of the places he saw.... Editor Eric Faust wisely included some of
King's most colorful accounts from Charles E. Belknap's History of the Michigan Organizations.... Conspicuous
Gallantry is capably edited and annotated.... The inclusion of both wartime and postwar correspondence makes this
worthwhile reading.--Civil War NewsFrom the Back Cover"In this wonderfully edited collection, Eric Faust has
provided us with a captivating glimpse into the life of James W. King, a member of the Eleventh Michigan, who
chronicled hiswar experience in eloquent letters to his sweetheart, Jenny. At the same time, King detailed the social
ramifications of Reconstruction during histime in the South after the fighting halted. This volumeis awelcomed and
needed exploration of one man's life dramatically altered by the defining hour in our nation's history."--Brian Craig
Miller, editor of "A Punishment on the Nation": An lowa Soldier Endures the Civil War (The Kent State University
Press, 2012)



