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Robert C. Smith : Conservatism and Racism, and Why in America They Are the Same (Suny Series in African 
American Studies)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Clear Lake ManMade its case without beating you over 
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the head.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Conservatism: A Racist IdeologyBy Larry BrownThis is 
the most informative book on tracing the roots of conservatism and it's connection to traditional attitudes that justify 
racism. The doctrine of conservatism is rooted in the concept of preserving existing institutions and Professor Smith 
lays out the entire background of how racism is embedded into the ideology. Conservatives never compromise their 
traditional values and White Supremacy is one of them. I highly recommend this if you have ever wondered why it is 
that so many conservatives seem to be intolerant of others. When they tried to label themselves as "compassionate 
conservatives" years ago, one has to wonder...why they would need to tell us that, unless they knew that they had a 
problem in that area with minorities.2 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Review of "Conservatism and 
Racism, and Why in America They Are the SameBy BillKI enjoyed this book and learned quite a bit from it. The 
author makes some very good points and substantiates them in scholarly fashion. It is slow going at times and a bit 
pretentious in places, but overall it's worthwhile and thought-provoking.

Systematically illustrates the inescapable racism of American conservatism. In this provocative, wide-ranging study, 
Robert C. Smith contends that ideological conservatism and racism are and always have been equivalent in the United 
States. In this carefully constructed and thoroughly documented philosophical, historical, and empirical inquiry, Smith 
analyzes conservative ideas from John Locke to William F. Buckley Jr., as well as the parallels between the rise and 
decline of the civil rights movement in the 1950s and 1970s and the ascendancy of the conservative movement to 
national power in 1980. Using archival material from the Reagan Library, the book includes detailed analysis of the 
Reagan presidency and race, focusing on affirmative action, the Voting Rights Act, the Grove City case, welfare 
reform, South Africa policy, and the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. Conservatism and Racism, and Why in America 
They Are the Same goes beyond a focus on the right wing, concluding with an analysis of the enduring impact of the 
conservative movement and the Reagan presidency on liberalism, race, and the Democratic Party.

From the Back CoverIn this provocative, wide-ranging study, Robert C. Smith contends that ideological conservatism 
and racism are and always have been equivalent in the United States. In this carefully constructed and thoroughly 
documented philosophical, historical, and empirical inquiry, Smith analyzes conservative ideas from John Locke to 
William F. Buckley Jr., as well as the parallels between the rise and decline of the civil rights movement in the 1950s 
and 1970s and the ascendancy of the conservative movement to national power in 1980. Using archival material from 
the Reagan Library, the book includes detailed analysis of the Reagan presidency and race, focusing on affirmative 
action, the Voting Rights Act, the Grove City case, welfare reform, South Africa policy, and the Martin Luther King 
Jr. holiday. Conservatism and Racism, and Why in America They Are the Same goes beyond a focus on the right 
wing, concluding with an analysis of the enduring impact of the conservative movement and the Reagan presidency on 
liberalism, race, and the Democratic Party.About the AuthorRobert C. Smith is Professor of Political Science at San 
Francisco State University. He is the author of several books, including African American Leadership; We Have No 
Leaders: African Americans in the Post–Civil Rights Era; and Racism in the Post–Civil Rights Era: Now You See It, 
Now You Don’t, all published by SUNY Press. 


